
WE  ARE  HOUSING !
The

January 2020 is ending, and this month has been filled with
transitioning from the Holidays to getting back in the routine of
school. As we move forward into the second month of this new
decade, we have the opportunity to solidify our approach and
plans to ensure a successful semester and beyond.
Now is the time to reevaluate your plans. Remember: “If you fail
to plan, you plan to fail.” 
 
It is time to #PictureYourLife living on campus! The Housing
Application for the 2020-2021 academic year is awaiting your
commitment. As a returning student, we encourage you to pick
your room now while you still have options. 
 
Returners now have the opportunity to become one of the first
students to live in FAMU Towers, our new facility opening in
August 2020. Not feeling the Towers? Your on-campus options
are endless. Pick your room in our remaining facilities: Gibbs,
Sampson, Young, Palmetto South, and Palmetto Phase III.  
 
Opportunity abounds if you strike when the time is
right. Now is the time, and today is the day -- why
wait? 

#NowIsTheTime
the Director's Note
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The Roof! The Roof! The Roof is on the building! FAMU
Towers has officially been topped off! On Thursday,
Jan. 9, the Finfrock construction company, joined by
the Office of University Housing officials, came
together to celebrate a "builders' rite traditionally held
when the last beam (or its equivalent) is placed atop a
structure during its construction. Nowadays, the
ceremony is often parlayed into a media event for
public relations purposes" (Wikipedia.com). 
 
What does this mean for Housing? The new building is
on track and almost done! Are you a soon-to-be or
current upperclassmen looking to move into our new
residence hall? Get on the waiting list!
 
FAMU Towers' amenities will be catered to the
needs and demands of upper-level students.
You asked, and we listened. Visit
www.famu.edu/housing, click on the FAMU
Towers tab, and join our wait list. 

#Newbuilding
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#Applyforhousing
FAMU Towers Topping Ceremony Housing Application Opened in

November 2019 by Kaviena Spencer
The thought of staying in an on-campus residence
hall can be a complete nightmare but FAMU Office of
University Housing wants to change that, thus the
theme #PictureMyLife was born.  
CaSonia Martin, who serves as the Assignments
Coordinator, says that are so many things that FAMU
offers when staying on-campus. 
“We offer a safe environment for living and learning
engagement, you can build student relationships, you
form partnerships. Students who live on-campus
have higher GPAs than students off-campus,” said
Martin. 
Xarria Taylor, a sophomore pre-social work major,
works as a senior resident assistant for Palmetto
North, says that staying on-campus and being an SRA
has allowed her to gain leadership skills. 
“It has allowed me to gain leadership because this is
something that have you have to do on your own, you
can’t follow anyone, you have to have your own ideas,
you have to have your own thinking,” said Taylor.
 “It also has allowed me to be more creative, having
to create programs for residents, having to be
different. Staying on campus has allowed me to be
more focused.” 
The campaign was started to encourage students to
share their on-campus housing story that has
allowed them to achieve numerous possibilities. The
campaign is to show incoming students and students
who live off-campus, the benefits of staying on-
campus. 
The goal of the campaign is for current students to
share their stories to give incoming students a
chance to imagine the possibilities that they could
achieve by staying in a residence hall.
 “Reaching out to the incoming students, we give
them a vision of what a student who currently lives
with us, their thoughts and ideas of what they’ve
been seeing, so it gives them the goal of ‘hey what
would my life be like if I stayed on campus? Is that
something that I want to pursue?’” said Martin. “It
gives them the feeling of this is what someone inside
is saying and this is the experiences and
opportunities and the goal obtained while living on
campus.” 
Kimeka Dunkley, a freshman computer science major,
says that even though she is required to stay on 



#LaUNDRYREPAIRS
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#RoomChangeDAy

Business and Auxiliary services
launch a new Laundry App

Spring 2020 Room Change Day
Announced

Report to GIbbs Hall Lobby
Remember Spaces are on a first come
first serve basis.

the same page and have the same mindset when living
in the same apartment,” said Dunkley.
Dunkley also said that staying on campus has allowed
her to become a better student.
“Even though I stay in Palmetto, staying on-campus has
helped me show up to my classes on time, sometimes
even extra early,” said Dunkley. 
Along with encouraging incoming students to move
into a residence hall, FAMU Housing is also trying to
get more upperclassmen to move back to campus.
 “One thing we are doing is our new facility which is
FAMU Towers which will be opened in Fall 2020 that is
catered specifically to our returning students,” said
Martin. 
Along with the construction of the residence hall,
FAMU Housing has also made renovations to their old
facilities like Palmetto South and Phase III. 
When it comes to finding a place to stay for a year, it’s
important for students, incoming and returning, to
consider all the options. Martin also leaves incoming
students a piece of advice. 
“Get to know your surroundings, communicate with
your roommates, your RA, your RD, learn what’s
happening in your building, learn what’s happening
with housing, learn what housing has to offer,
therefore you know what’s going on campus and you
can grow and learn more on campus,” said Martin.



Name: Jay Alexander Carroll II
Date of Birth:  12/04
Position Title: Coordinator, Student Affairs
School(s) of Study: B.S., Methodist University;
M.Ed, Walden UniversityArea of Study: BS,
Marketing concentration in Sport Management
and Business Administration; M.Ed, Higher
Education
Biography: I come from a large family; from both
sides of my family. I enjoy meeting new people
and connecting with others. I pride myself in
helping others succeed in any way that I can. 
Fun Fact: I own a large sneaker collection.
Almost 50 pair of shoes (yes I wear them all)

#EmployeeSpotlight
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#RASpotlight
Check out new editions to the team

and more
Fall 2019 Resident Assistants exceed

in the Halls and Classrooms

The Office of University Housing is proud of the Fall
2019 Resident Assistants (RA). The RA staff semester
GPA was 3.2! The department would like to send a
special shout out to:
 
The eight RAs who have 4.0 GPA for the Fall 2019
semester. 
 
We are always looking to share our scholars.
Have a GPA or academic accomplishment you
would like to share?
 
Email a photo and details to
housingmarekting@famu.edu.

Mr. Jay Carroll
Resident Director of Gibbs Hall

NEW ADDITION:



Greetings,

 I am Traevon D. Cooper and a two-time graduate of

Florida A&M University.

 If anyone was to tell me that I would be in the position of

Resident Director today, I honestly would not have

believed them. Starting as a Resident Assistant, to

Assistant Resident Director, to being put as the Resident

Director of Polkinghorne Village has been a learning and

rewarding experience.

 Being able to grow with a department such as FAMU

Office of University Housing has been essential in my

development as a professional. 

If I learned anything, it would be that sometimes

life doesn’t align with the plans you may have set

for yourself. However, you end up right where you

need to be!

The RA Recruitment and Selection Team hosted
a series of workshops to help prospective RAs
gain a better understanding of what it is like to
be a Resident Assistant (RA) in the FAMU Office
of University Housing. 
There were a total of 320 students who attended
the workshops. 
To progress to the next level of evaluation,
prospective RAs were required to take an
assessment after each workshop. 
Out of 320 prospective RAs 111, completed all
assessments and are now eligible to apply for
the 2020-2021 RA Application process. 

Have you been keeping up with the latest on our
2020-2021 RA Recruitment and Selection process?
If not, here's what you missed:
 

 
The Office of University Housing is striving to
ensure our students have the best support system
and mentorship from stellar students on-campus.
Stay tuned for more updates on our RA
Recruitment and Selection process.

#EmployeeSpotlight
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#RARecruitment
Resident Director Traevon Cooper has
transitioned to coordinating Village

Fall 2019 Resident Assistants exceed
in the Halls and Classrooms

Mr. Traevon Cooper

Resident Director of 
Polkinghorne Village

TEAM MEMBER SHOUT OUT:



Greetings,
I am Brock Taylor, and I currently serve as the Resident Director
for Palmetto North & South. I can say that taking coordinating
two buildings is no walk in the park; however, getting to know
more students and leaving an impact on them empowers me
every day. 
 
Prior to November 2019, I was only responsible for the
North, but due to staffing changes, my responsibilities
increased. Learning a new group of student leaders,
residents, and the community was my biggest challenge.  
I had become accustomed to Palmetto North and
advising the Residence Hall Association -- but now I
have found my niche. 
 
After observing and meeting with student leaders and
residents, I know managing two buildings has become a
tremendous experience. I have learned success is about
the approach. Coming in, I asked my team, "What works
best for you all and why?" From there, we expanded on
making things better not only for the residents but for
the Resident Assistants as well.  By assuring that
maintenance requests are complete, making sure
residents have appropriate keys/access cards,
programming that benefit the students. We are
continuing to progress in University Housing.  I am
grateful to be leading two of the best communities on
campus. 

#EmployeeSpotlight
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#TyphoonLagoon
Resident Director Brock Taylor has now

aquired Palmetto South. Now Taylor
coordinates Palmetto North and South

Another semester, another FAMUly
Trip with Housing

Happy Spring!
Are you wondering what’s in store for

the Spring 2020 semester? 
Well, join FAMU's Office of University

Housing as we dive in at Disney’s
Typhoon Lagoon, in Orlando, FL! 

Seats are limited, and tickets are going
fast!

 Grab your friends and tag along. 
If you have any questions, please

contact SRA Jairus Williams
at jairus1.williams@famu.edu or 850-

599-3970.

Mr. Brock Taylor

Resident Director of 
Palmetto North & South

TEAM MEMBER SHOUT OUT:



Greetings,
My name is Chanc'e Moody, and I am a second-
year Master of Social Work student from Lawton,
Oklahoma. 
 
When I first joined FAMU, I worked as an
Assistant Resident Director, and then there
became a need in our team, and I was excited to
step up and fill it as  Interim Resident Director of
Gibbs Hall. 
 
I was truly thankful and honored to have the
opportunity to work in such a roll. Because of this
opportunity, I can now say I have overseen three
different facilities due to my adaptability skills
and leadership abilities.
 
 In the words of Ms. Franklin, "change is the only
consistency." Through these words, I have learned
to maximize all opportunities given to me in
order to truly grow and have more to give back.
 
I believe that the Office of University has aided
me in becoming the woman I am today. Someone
who works effortlessly to provide our students
with an exceptional on-campus experience. 
 
 
 

#EmployeeSpotlight
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#FebruaryTutoring
Assitant Resident Director Chancé Moody

stepped in as Interiem Resident Direcctor of
Gibbs Hall. Here's her take on the experience:

Checkout February's Tutoring
Schedule

Looking for some tutorial services or
learning assistance? Check out February's

tutorial services schedule by visiting:
https://bit.ly/2RVd5wVMs. Chanc'e Moody

Assistant Resident Director of 
Paddyfoote

TEAM MEMBER THANK YOU:

#springsnapshot

WE  WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
TELL US HOW WE ARE DOING!

 
CHECK YOUR FAMU E-MAIL FOR THE SUBJECT "SPRING

SNAPSHOT"
 

SURVEY WILL BE AVAILABLE FEB. 24-28
 
 

https://bit.ly/2RVd5wV

